
 

 

Gathering Music  
 
Welcome  
 
Call to Worship  
One:     In worship, we hear God’s story and we ask,  
All:       “What did God do long ago?”  
One:     In worship, we hear God’s story, so we ask,  
All:       “What is God doing, here and now?”  
One:     In worship, we hear God’s story, then we ask,  
All:      “What can I do to respond to it all?”  
One:     Listen, God is speaking.  
All:        Listen, it may be time to act.  
One:      Let us worship our moving, inspiring, with-us God.  
All:        Amen.  
 
Hymn:                                                 O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                            (#30)  
 
Opening Prayer and Blessing for the Meal  
 
Serving the Meal 
 
 
Scripture:                                             Matthew 2:1-23 NRSVUE 
 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in 
the east[b] and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”7 Then Herod 
secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, 



bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 13 Now 
after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child 
and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph[h] got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by 
the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph[k] got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his 
home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
“He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 
Breakfast & Table Discussion  
• When you hear the story of the Holy Family fleeing political persecution, how does it make you 
feel? Does it make you think of any current or historical events?  
• We often skip the story of Herod’s persecution and the Holy Family fleeing to Egypt. Why do you 
think that is? What do we lose if we don’t read and know about this text?  
• There is so much suffering in the world. What is one organization, non-profit, or grassroots 
movement that inspires you?  
• Where and how do you see our congregation making a difference in the world? Where can we 
grow in this next year and the years to come?  
• The scripture of the Holy Family fleeing to Egypt is a story that stirs up compassion for refugees. 
When it comes to the work of justice, compassion, and peace, what other causes or movements 
are you invested in?  
• The theme for this morning is, “Let fear fire a fuel for justice.” How can we move from fear to 
action? How do we not let fear stop us in our tracks?  
 
Response & Act of Justice  
 
Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer  
 
Carol Sing  
 
Benediction 


