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 Woodridge Congregational Church 
             United Church of Christ                                                                                     

 
 

 

            An Open & Affirming Congregation and 
                A Caring & Welcoming Community 

 
 

Worship at 10:00 AM                   November 23, 2025          
 
 

         woodridgechurchri.org                  facebook.com/woodridgecongregational 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

As a caring and welcoming community, using the Bible as a 
resource and the teachings of Jesus as our guide, we joyfully 
welcome everyone into our Christian community, regardless of 
race, ethnicity, class, age, mental status, family structure, physical 
or mental ability, religious background or theological perspective, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression.  As Christian 
disciples, we invite all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, 
worship, sacraments, blessings and joys of our congregation. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

* All who are able, please stand 
 

    
 
Gathering      The Swan from "The Carnival of the Animals"     Camille Saint-Saens  
                                                                                                       Arr. Henry Levine  
                                                                                                    Sandy Nolan - piano                                
                                    
Welcome & Church Life 
 
 
Call to Worship 
                               
One: We bring our thanksgiving for the earth, our church, and our community. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
One: We bring our gratitude for our families, our children, and our friends near 
           and far. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
One: We come into this worship with thanksgiving for the purpose God places on 
           our lives to serve, love, and give. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
One: We come into this service with hearts filled with love for Christ, ourselves, 
           and our neighbors. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
One: We enter into a relationship today with God’s Spirit, to make the best 
           choices to fulfill our souls’ mission. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
One: We enter into a relationship with the mind of Christ, offering every thought 
           for transformation into the holy joy of obedience and abundant life. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
One: In wholeheartedness, we celebrate the gift of being one with God, co- 
           creating heaven on earth in the now through the power and grace of your 
           will and way. 
All: Make a joyful noise, singing praise to God’s everlasting goodness and 
 mercy. 
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Opening Prayer (unison) 
 

Giver of peace, our hearts and tongues praise you, offering thanks for every 
season of life. Your mercy, provision, and direction have guided us through 
both storm and sunshine. When the rains of fear, anxiety, and despair fall 
upon our weary souls, refocus our minds on things that are noble, right, 
pure, lovely, admirable, and praiseworthy. Make us channels of hope, as the 
hands of Christ. In gratitude and peace, we pray. Amen.  
 
 
*Hymn:                      Come, Ye Thankful People Come                    NCH #422 
 
 
Scripture:                                        Psalm 100                           Salter NCH #688 
 
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
 
Children’s Message 
 
 
Scripture:                                           John 6:25-35 
 
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 
did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking 
for me not because you saw signs but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do 
not work for the food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his 
seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of 
God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us, 
then, so that we may see it and believe you?  What work are you performing?  
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31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, as it is written, ‘He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.’  32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was 
not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.”  35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
  
Sermon                                                                                 Rev. Aidan Myers Kelley 
 
 
*Hymn:                               For the Fruits of This Creation                         NCH #425 
 
 
Pastoral Prayer – Prayer of Concerns and Celebrations 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Offertory                             For the Beauty of the Earth                Folliott S. Pierpoint 
                                                             Joann Paquin and Courtney Lombardi – duet 
                                                                                                    Sandy Nolan - piano  
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*Doxology  

 
 
 
 
Prayer of Dedication (unison) 
 

Your promise is written on our hearts, dear God, and your strength is in the 
work of our hands. We offer you all that we have and all that we are, that your 
love may be made known throughout your world. Amen.  
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*Hymn:                          Now Thank We All Our God                        NCH #419 
 
 
Benediction 
 
 
Benediction Response  

 
 
 
Postlude                              Make the Sounds of Praise                 Robert J. Hughes 
                                                                                                   Sandy Nolan – organ 
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Announcements 
 

Worshiping with children/youth or new to our church?  Welcome!  Scan this QR 
code to find our Child and Family Information page to learn about things like 
worship resources, Sunday School/nursery, and where to find bathrooms/changing 
tables.  
 

 
 
 
Poinsettia order forms are available for anyone wanting to order flowers for the 
Sunday before Christmas and Christmas Eve services.   See Carmen Steinbrecher 
for forms in the Narthex following worship. 
 
Our own Rebecca Beaton will be featured as a vendor with her wonderful greeting cards 
at the Crowne Plaza in Warwick next Saturday, 11/29 from 11-2 PM.  Swing by to say hi to 
Rebecca and check out her cards that "open smiles everyday"! 
 
The Grief Support Group Meets Thursday afternoons, 2:00 – 3:30 pm in the 
Conference Room of the church.  Access is via the Jackson Road entrance.  This 
gathering is for those who have experienced the loss of a loved one.  For more 
information, please contact the facilitator, Rev. Burton Bagby-Grose at 
bbagbygrose@vnacarenewengland.org 

 
Quilty Pleasures Quilt Guild meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month  
6-9PM. Cost is $5.00 to attend applied to annual dues.   All experiences WELCOME, 
New or Advanced.  For questions contact:  RPloettner@Gmail.com 
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                 Worship Ministers for Today’s Service 

 
 

Liturgist:  Tricia Pardini 
 

Ushers:  Grant Southard, Marsha Southard, 
Robert Cole, Marianna Sarty 

 
Stewards:  Marsha Southard, Grant Southard,  

Ellen Hunt, Bob Cole 
 

The flowers are given in honor of the members of Woodridge Church. 
 Thank you for your support of the Holiday Bazaar. 

 It would not have been so successful without each and every one of you! 
 

Beverage and snacks in Fellowship Hall following the service 
are provided by The MAE Team 

 
 

Our Staff: 
 

Rev. Aidan Myers Kelley, Pastor  
aidan@woodridgechurchri.org 

 
Sandy Nolan, Organist 
sanolan00@gmail.com 

 
Barbara Stifano, Administrative Assistant 

Office hours 9am – 1pm M-F woodridgechurch@verizon.net 
401-942-0662 or 401-942-0654 
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